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(hey, haven't we heard this one 
before?). Then someone gets the none- 
too-bright idea of holding a seance. Bad 
move, kids. Before long, two of the 
girls are possessed by the spirit of 
an evil demon and return to the 
party to wreak havoc on their 
friends. Obviously inspired by 
The Evil Dead, this straight- 
to-video nonsense is 
enlivened by some good 
cy etsta fel sac et 
raunchy presence of 


low-rent scream 
Ete =y 11) Linnea 
Quigley. 

Much the same 
type of plot 
apg sk ee ek 
back in the 


'Swinging' 60s in 

MTT IMAM haem 
called The Haunted 
House of Horror. This 
starred beach party 
favourite Frankie 
Avalon as a 30-year-old 
teenager who says to his 
mates at Halloween: "Let's 
FULMER A= Me Mc Thee mel y= 

party". So off they go to a 
remote old mansion where evil 
doings have occurred in the past 
and after about twenty minutes of 
wandering around in the dark one of 
ait iam ils) ae et ee ree te) 
eM TL Me ree eC aC lice 
The chief suspects include pop star 
Mark Wynter and Richard O'Sullivan (of 
Robin's Nest and Man About The House) 
sit-com fame, so you can tell that 
dramatic realism is not a keynote here. 
The queen of Halloween in America is 
Sem EL merece Ma Cc ee ee 


COMPETITION 


10 CIC HALLOWEEN PACKS TO 
BE WON 


As it's the time of year when Stuart 
Kirkham and all things unholy come out 
to play we're giving you the opportunity 

to have a Halloween to remember. CIC 
TEM MNCs me OR ere CC me ice 
to give away comprising of Tales from 
the Crypt, Pet Semetary and The 
Serpent & the Rainbow. You could win a 
set if you can tell us which Wes Craven 
film starred current teen fave Johnny 
Depp. Answers to: Help I'm On A 
Package Holiday From Hell Comp., Video 
Oya Mi Err Ce ged 
Building, PO Box 381, Millharbour, 
London E14 STW. 
: The Dead Line is October 20th 










horror hostess whose popular 
stage show has done a lot to 
keep the spirit of this 

haunted 





holiday | 
TEA a 


She 

made her movie debut 

in Elvira - Mistress of the Dark (New 
World), a jokey affair in which Elvira 
inherits a haunted house in the staid 
New England community of Falwell. Her 


presence there causes major 
consternation to the prim and proper 
Yee a EMM Ltt ee ome Mert 
magical casserole that causes them to 
lose all their inhibitions and indulge in a 
wild orgy! Elvira is a cross between Mae 
West and Morticia of The Addams 
Family and with chest measurements 
that would overload a pocket calculator 
she looks like she would probably ah 
very nicely into a Russ Meyer film! 

Finally CIC are bringing out a collection 
eT bee TIA At ae ee tee 
ILA Ea Me Mee Ce eT NY 
take place on Halloween there's still 
scares a plenty in Stephen King's, Pet 
Semetary, the first bunch of Tales from 
the Crypt (check out our Sneak Preview 
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se 
some more on the 
second series) and 
a former VW classic, 
The Serpent and the 
Rainbow. 
So, that's about it, the 
witching hour approaches 
and my word-processor is 
about to change into a 
pumpkin! Any of the above- 
mentioned movies are highly suitable 
for Halloween night viewing, or better 
still you might prefer to really get into 
a TTeMey Pah ae ee eee 
acer teoMa ce mei eee ee Cae ce 
don't live next door to a loony bin. Here 
at Video World we have our own way of 
celebrating: we all clamber on to the 
Ed's broomstick and nip off to a wild 
party somewhere. 
You're invited as well, of course. It's at 
the usual address in Elm Street - the 
last house on the left... 

















In 1954, comic book publisher William M. Gaines 
was called before a Senate Sub-Committee 
where an irate politician held up the current 
edition of a Gaines comic called Tales From The 
Crypt. The angry politico ranted: "The cover of 
this magazine shows a man with a bloody axe 
holding a woman’s head up, which seems to have 
been severed from her body. Do you think that is 
in good taste?" 
Gaines thought a moment before replying, "Yes 
sir, | do, for the cover of a horror comic. A cover 
in bad taste might be defined as holding the head 
little higher so that the blood could be seen 
dripping from it." 
The scene was repeated in England a short while 
later, where a furious MP held up another copy of 
the ‘despicable’ Gaines mag which had a story in 
it about a baseball team who took revenge on a 
cheating player by dismembering him and using 
‘his long strings of pulpy intestines’ to mark the 
base line for a midnight game! "This certainly 
isn't cricket" pointed out the worthy fellow 
proving he knew more about sport than what 
constituted a good horror tale. 
Gaines' E.C. company (E.C. originally stood for 
Educational Comics, then later became 
Entertaining Comics) were now notorious for their 
graphic terror tales, later described by no less an 
authority than Stephen King as "a horrific layer 
cake of terror on top, horror below, and lowest of 
all, the gag reflex of revulsion." 
This notoriety led to the creation of the Comics 
Code Authority, designed to protect youngsters 
from horrific imagery. It brought with it the 
collapse of Gaines' comic book empire. But E.C. 
didn't fade into obscurity. They returned from the 
grave to have the last ghoulish laugh, like most 
of the characters in their stories. 
The English company, Amicus, made two 
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successful movies from them in the 
car ly 70s, and now some of the best 
yell-yarns from those lurid 50s horror 
comics are saul the bese | hot 
new American TV series, also called 
Tales from the Crynk The big surprise 
is that these shows (which were made 
for = le rather than heavily censored 
netw actually manage to do 
jus tice. to the e blood-soaked grand 
guignol originals. . 








But p e erhaps it's not such a big 
surpris se when you consider some of 
the r names ; involved. For a start, the 
producer of the show is Joel Silver, 

the action king who produced Die 
Hard, 48 Hrs and Lethal Weapon, and 
top dil rectors involved in ear ly 
episodes is include Robert (Back to the 
Future) Zemeckis, Walter (48 Hrs) Hill, 
Tom (Fright Night) Holland, Howard 
(Prete qin Pink) Deutch, and Richard 


(The Omen) Donner. 

Each story features different actors, 
but there is a regular introduction by 
a ghastly ghoul known as ‘The Crypt 
Keeper’. In the Amicus movies a 
human actor (Ralph Richardson) stood 
in for the cackling crone of the 
comics. But for this show it was 
decided that the horror host should 
run on batteries: 'The Crypt Keeper’ 


here is an animatronic marvel 








































































=a designed and built by 


effects wizard Kevin 


agher for the sum of 
$150,000 (which may sound 
a lot, but is actually little 
/more than a fifth of the 
| money Yagl LO Espen’ on 
creating Chucky, the devil 
| doll from Child’ 6 Play). 
_Yagher says that he was 
_ happy not being forced into 
| copying the design of the 
original comic book 
character: "The Crypt- 
Keeper merely a 
cowled figure with a jutting 
jaw and warts on his nose 
and his chin. It was no big 
deal, and the alternatives 
available in the other E.C. 
comics - the Old Witch and 
| the Vault-Keeper - were no 
_ improvement. The witch is 

the only creepy looking 
- one: she had an eyeball 
hanging out of her skull, 
and she'd hold it out from 
her. The other hosts were 
| just guys with slime in their 
_ mouths, which was boring. 
We decided what we really 
wanted was somethir ng so 
| emaciated that it couldn't 
possibly be a human being. 
“In the end I settled for the 
look of an insane, dead 
| warlock." 
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the Crypt-Keeper 
to life. required he services 
of six puppeteers, three to 
| electronically- 
| contra} lled face, and three 
to work the body. Most of 

1 the facial expressions were 
directed via radio control: 
“| one puppeteer worked the 
#4) eyes while another had the 
~*3) head mechanism hooked up 
_to his jaw so that when he 
opened his mouth the 
_Crypt-Keeper would do the 
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T he success 






of the first 
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Come Hack To Me (directed by 
‘om Holland) is a gore-filled tale 
oF two noneymooners W I ich 


ends with one of them returr ing 
from the grave wielding an axe: 
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Hill-directed episode. 
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tne losers anatomy! Further 


apisodes are also being directed 


y eteven spieiperg, Martin 
>corsese and Joe Dante 
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ALL KILLER BEGINNING 





56 ENTER AT YOUR OWN RISK A\|HORROR COMPILATION WITH 
| GEORGE A. ROMERO 





















FRIGHTFULLY FUNNY FILM, 








MOVE OVER ALIENS, HERE COME 
THE CREEPOZOIDS 
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TOM SAVINI TAKES YOU THROU 
HIS SPECIAL EFFECTS 





